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Cominform in Business at lis New Stand 


NY that the -Comin- 
uccessor to the Comintern 
was back in business at its new stand, 
Bulgaria has been dissolved most 
epuntries the Iron Curtain this 
Spring by a combination of events which 
gould by no means have been accidental 
“Peace Congresses” at New York and Paris, 
marine strikes simultaneously on three 
continents, fellow-traveler condemnation of 
the North Atlantic Pact, and the flaming 
civil’ war In China all point in the same 
direction. Evidences of the Communist 
party-line were everywhere, the main effort 
weing to barrdtk the flow of emergency 
goods to Europe-and to keep production in 
the Western nations off balance 
What. was. said in the “peace offensive’ 
at New York and Paris 
ish enough from any standpoint, but that 
s not the point. There was evidence that 
actured material, and that 
aiming at least at mass 
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apd the crux. of the preblem of civic officials 
a preparing ‘he-tiext municipal budPet 
Nobody likes highef taxes, but there come: 
a*‘time when they cannot be avoided. A 
boost in the mill rate is certain, in order to 
meet curreat operating expenses, let 
the cost of new and neces y improve 
ments 


alone 


added to the 
which a city as such can 
no more escape than the citizens who com- 
prise it. Wage increases, extra school costs, 
large repairs and needed public works—all 
these and more force the mill rate upward 
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Zealand 
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angeinent in force since 1943, embr acing 
age, widows’ and invalid pensions, child 

endowment and unemployment and sick- 

ness benefits. For purposes of all these 
benefits it allows residence in one country 
to count as residence in the other; with the 
exception, however, that an,Australian tal- 
ing up residence in New Zealand, where the 

qualifying age Tor the old-age pension is 60 

years, will not receive fhe pension until the 


North Atlantic -Pact;-with a very evident 
waiting on the part of Communist adher- 


for Cominform, 


has been a 


instruction from the 
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ents 
same thing. Obviously not all people on this 
continent are free agents; some are taking 
their time and their words from the Com- 
munist International headquarters in Bul 
garia 

An analogy can be traced with the period 
immediately before the World War, and 
later until Russia was attacked by Ger- 
many. During those few Years every possible 


effort was made by the Communists and’ 


their fellow-travelers to impede the flow of 


lumber, metajs and other basjc Material, 
across the Atlantic to Europe, with reper 


cussions Which Canadians well remember 
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The new reciprarity is to 
those in receipt of social benefits 
from one country to the other tem- 
porary residence. For them there will be no 
loss of qualification or break in payments; 
they will continue to receive allowances 
from their home countries, paid on an 
agency basis by the country they visit 

The signing of such an agreement be 
tween two nations may seem of small conse- 
quence in a world concerned over weightier 
problems. Nevertheless it is encouraging as 
a piece of good-neighbor policy and as a 
manifestation of the “family” idea on 
which the British Commonwealth is 
founded 
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. PENSIONABLE AGE 
Recent pronouncements of Mr. St 


t 
totr 
Unsolicited eerr 


Bir, Laur- 
ent regarding old-age pensions are extremely dis- 
appointing as there is no suggestion of a reduce 
fion of the age of eligibility from 70. In Britain 
it ln and was under Conservative Government 
— 65, and is 60 in the case of women, In prac- 
tically all cour es the age Is 65 or lower, and 
in*Carada, Dor m Government employees are 
dismissed at that age 

A complete social security plants a reforeg, long 
overdue in this country 

M. F, POYNOR 
Guernsey Street, Victoria, B.C. 
TIMBER GOING? 

Sir,—It ill becomes the Ministry of Lands and 
Forests to pay for advertising spacee adjuring 
the people to “Prevent Forest Fires and Preserve 
Your Heritage” when the Province itself is 
blandly allowing the wholesale and unnecessary 
destruction of the young growing forest by the 
iniquitous high-lead logging system. 

Afi can see for themselves the bleak and bar- 
ren areas that once wepe forest, destroyed for 
éver by the present methods ‘of toggings- which 
is more destructive than forest fire, because fire 
may skip the young green trees, the loggers 
leave nothing. 

Experts have warned us that at the present 
mad rate there will be no more trees to cut in 
fifty years. The Government must know this and 
they could halt the destruction by prohibiting 
anything but atrict selective logging. So why 
don't they? 


H. G. HOWARD. 
RR. 3, Victoria, B.C. 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

Sir—I read with horror and disgust of the 
Maritime man who was fined $5 for inhuman 
treatment of a horse. The offence, “firing a pool 
of gasoline under # fallen horse.” 

Such loathsome creatures as this man should 
be jalied and forbidden to keep an animal again. 
I would point out that the higher the civilization 
of a country, the more humane is the treatment 
of its dumb animals. Let us all see to it, then, that 
we support the activities; of the SP.CA. and 
report all and every case of ill-treatment and 
press for adequate punishment for fends who 


i ; 
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are brief, sevurale and 
mare and address of the 


on cannot reter 


take a delight In caus ing suffering to defenceless 
dumb creatures 
(MRS 
34 Haliburton Street 
THE PILGRIMS’ INN 
Sir,—In The Dally Cok t 
it Is stated that the Pilg 
Canterbury. This ts not 
now George Hotel, is in ¢ 
Also (I looked it 
Hotel at Canterbury. I was born In Glast 
and my brother was employed in this hotel about 
30 years, prior to 1939. 


MARY M 
, Nanaimo, B.C 


ARCE. 


dated 
s' Inn ands at 
The P ims’ Inn, 
stonbury, Somerset, 


no Geo 


January 16, 


have up), there is 


Visitors from all parts of the world have paid 
a visit to-the hotel* Perhaps of your 
readers will remember him, as I know he did 
everything he could to be informative for their 
benefit. 


some 


FRED T. TRIM 
39 Penuine Road, Woodley, Nr Stockport, 


England 


e 
From “Penseroso”™ 
aye 4, 
And, susaing thee T walk unseen 
On.the dry smooth-shaven green 
To behold the wandering moon, 
Riding near her highest noon 
Like one that had been led astray 
Through the heaven's wide pathless way, 
And oft,.as if her head she bowed. 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud 
Oft, on agptat of, rising ground, 
I hear the far-off curfew sound, 
Over some wide-watéref shore, 
Swinging slow with sullen roar; 
Or, if the air will nor permit, 
Some still removed place will fit, 
Where glowing embers through the roor 
Teach light t6 coantérfert a gloom 
Far from all resort-of mirth, 
Save the cricket on the hearth 
Or the bellman’s drowsy charm 
To bless the doors from nightly harm 
—JOHN MILTON. 
A man cannot be too-ecarefui-in the chaice of 
his enemies—WILDE. 
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By TOM TAYLOR 


| M always intrigued 

mn mass—are blamed for som 
thir as for instance the failure of 
the United Nafions. Because I think 
that viewpoint is fallacious 

True enough it is that people make 
up the world and if | n nature 
were different everything could be 
nice, sweet ahd happy But 
academic, anti tap abstract 
realities ofjfife. ; 

And #’S feality that means anything 
when you, Come toefalk about people 
It doe’n’t help'te pretend they're dif- 
ferent from*what they are 
they must do to live as a « 
as @ province, as a nati 
community of nations 

It's the machin 
ploy for 


portant 


wr what 


they must em 
ss¢ purposes that is all im- 

I'm inclined to think that Lincoln's 
rhetoric about “government for the 
people by the people" is too offen mis- 
applied. The Get 
partly, true because It 
practicable 


yeburg thesis is only 
is not wholl 


themselves 
in mass. They have to have a small 
number of individuals handling the 
details, Someone or some group has 
to be delegated to run the show, 
whether It be a P.-T.A. slate of officers, 
an aldermatic board or a council of 
tate 

" THE REINS OF POWER 

Even in a Western democracy, where 
Lincoln's precept has found Its fullest 
exp n and where these delegates 
are chosen instead of thrust upon 
people, the same holds good 


No people can govern 


oO 


eseic 


It doesn’t matter whether it’s a Lib- 
Conservative, Socialist or 
Credit administration that may be in 
power. The fact rematns that it Is a 
small group of individuals that actu- 
ally controls the reins of power 


eral, Social 


There is no other way of running 
multiple human-affairs 

As a result, for good or Ill, people in 
mass are at the mercy of their own 
governors 

In a democracy this may be offset, 
diluted or rendered more palatable by 
recurring elections. In between elec- 
tions public opinion is not without in- 
fluence, and can bring pressure to bear 
this way or that upon 
proposition, but only to a degree 

Beyond that point, people—in 
mass—must trust to luck 

When the opportu comes, of 
course, they can replace thelr repre- 
sentatives if they're displeased, but 
that's all.—By and large they have to 
grin and bear the mistakes of those 
they choose to act for them 

That's in a demdcracy, How much 
more blameless for things that go 
wrong, then, are masses of people who 
live under dictatorship. They have no 
choleéwhateoever, and must acquiesce 
in the course of events willy-nilly. 

NOT TO BLAME 

The United Nations Is no different in 
these respects from the Victoria City 
Council, expept that Victorians can 
reach aldermen more easily than they 
can delegates at Lake Success 

A thousand million people can’t very 
welt sit in at the General Assembly, 
even if it's their assembly and their 
hopes and fears that_are being ban- 
died about.« The practicalities don't 
permit. = . 

So, then, we have a group of men 
who perforce must make the decisions 
for the nations they represent. They 
haven't been making good decisions, 
or rather they haven't been making 
decisions, but I don’t think the people 
—Iin mass—are to be blamed for that. 

Tt must be obvious to all delegates 
at the United Nations, no matter on 
what side of the curtain they sit, thet 
thelr own ples don’t want any 
more war, for example; that if it were 
poasible for people in mass to speak 
they would vote overwhelmingly for 
peace and the successful operation of 
the world organization. 

It’s not possible for this to happen, 
and that's why the United Nations has 
failed so far. People—in the mass— 
are not to blame. 

Lay the root of the trouble where 
you will—to jealousies; ambitions, 
oligarchies and the geat.. But don’t 
blame the whole human race. The 
simple, day-to-day machinery by 
which they must live makes the vast 
majority of them dependent en the 
goodwill of a few. 
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Government in Business 


By RAYMOND MOLEY 


Ne YORK.—A sound rule im judg- 
4 ing the desirability of passing a 
advance the 
Is the mat- 
sted something which 


is to determine in 
answers to two questions 


law 


ter to be corr 
adjust ltself without the inte. ‘er- 
ence of government? WIL the govern- 
ment’s action correct the situation or 
ralse new and more serious problems? 

These questions apply with serious 
force to the bill now before Congress 
designed to project public ownergittp 
and co-operatives into the telephore 
business The bill provides that the 
Rural Electrification Adr stration 
shall be authorized to make loans for 
the-supplying of telephone service in 


wil 


which now 
Pfactlities. 
Preference in 


rural ar have le or 
no suc 
granting these loans 
would be_to.private co. 

effect if a private company 

deem tt u se to be 
money to s ag 


$s such as mu 


rve 1 area, public 
cipalities and 
would be able to get low- 
ir i move 
phone business. Thus, priv 
panies would be faced with the alter- 
native of either doing something that 
their business prudence forbids them 


to do 


into the tele- 


com- 


or seeing developed a type of 
supported 


seriously 


umnent - competition, 

might injure them 
and possibly end in their own absorp- 
tion by gov 


which 


nment 


ore Congress in opposition to the 


bill have pointed out a number of con- 
siderations which make this proposal 
not only unnecessary but dangerous 
In stp 
have been extending 
rural regions a remarkable rate, In 


», private «x 
their ser 
of ly 6,000,000 fart 

) government that 
about 42 per cent have telephones 
this year. That: compares with 25 per 
cent in 1940.. Thus, private companies, 
despite the ware and «shortages ofy 
material, for which they @m not re- 
sponsible, have made, and ary making, 
tremendous strides in supplying serv- 
Since the end of more 
1,000,000 rural telephones have 


a total 


estimated the 


ice the war 
than 
been in@talled 

It should be 


be made by 


noted that the loans 
the REA, which 
in the awn a tremendous 
inclir 
According 
21 loans for 


have been made to private power com- 


past ha 
vation to lend . 
Hoover Commission, 


rural electrification 


to co-operali 
to the 


only 


panies, but public power agencies have 
received 61 and 952 
The same trend 
appear in the 
this blll were 

Co-operatives would not‘bnly have a 
great advantage 


co-operatives, 
iid undoubtedly 
telephone business if 


passed 


in getting loans, but 
relief 
yuld have an 
and unfair competitive adv 
private companies. This bill 
other proposals in the 
gress, marks the 
Adminis¥fation toy 


Relenned 


ause of their from heavy 


taxation t nmense 

ge over 
like many 
Con- 


this 


present 
steady drift of 
ard Socialism 


by The Aasnciated Newspapers, ine.) 


It Can Happen Here 


(From The Financial Post) 


r | HOSE who scoff at the Communist 


menace in Canada, peoh-pooh 
the danger abroatl, and repeat the 
parrot cry of “it can't happen here” 
should ponder taf violent attempt to 
de up our ocean shipping. They should 
also ponder the stark fact that ship- 
ping is by no means the only vital 
industry into which Communist labor 
leaders have penetrated and obtained 
control 

In the electrical manufacturing field, 
upon whieh the country must depend 
for much bf tts secret defence appara- 
tus, including radar, organized labor Is 
dominated and led by avowed Com- 
munists. The same applies to the 
chemical and explosives industry, vital 
for production of munitions and other 
defence necessities. The labor work- 


and gold 


ing our metal mines, including nickel 
is held in the same sinister 
control as well as that supplying most 
of our forest industry and our ship- 
building 

Tie up any of these industries, as 
our ocean shipping has been tled up, 
and Canada not only would be unable 
to defend itself but would be a lability 
instead of an asset to its allies 

On the international front tremend- 
ous strides toward common defence 
have been taken in recent months 
These mighty and costly defences, 
however, will be worth no more that” 
heaps of sand, unless there is a united 
and working country behind them. We 
have no guarantee or even hope of 
that ao long aa any of our vital indus- 
tries are dominated by a party that 
takes Its orders from Moscow 


Consumer Begins to Count 


(From Thé Regina Leader, Post) 


OO many substandard wares are 
still belng sold, but their presence 
on the shelves can scarcely be re- 
garded by merchants with equanimity 
in a period of greater consumer choice 
A related development was a marked 
decline in the standards of service 
The householder requiring a job done 
too often encountered the attitude 
that the firm concerned was confer- 
ring a favor gn him in accepting the 
assignment, Repair crews turned up 
when they liked, worked as they liked, 
charged pretty well what they liked. 
Tn business, too, there was-fre- 
quently an attitude of indifference, 
extending to employees who felt 
themselves irreplaceable in an era Of 
labor shortages, and left customers 
chewing their nails while they gos- 
siped over counters about next week's 
hockey game. 


This ts in no sense a blanket con- 
demnation; many firms undoubtedly 
tried their level’ best to maltntain 
standards, but tt-cah hardly be denied 
that there was a general trend across 
the board which has left the consumer 
with a strong and In many cases jus- 
tiflable sense of grievance. 

Now that the warning signs are out, 
the wise establishments will be those 
who ensure themselves in public favor 
by anticipating the new conditions 
and preparing themselves accordingly. 
To pass off shoddy merchandise or to 
adopt a cavalier attitude towards 
Bétvicing jobs has simply ceased to be 
smart businéss, if it could ever have 
been so regarded. The>consumer at 
long last is coming into his own and 
he wants some changes made. 


ee ne: 


8o far, no one seems to 4iave de- 
veloped a defence against the woman 
ahopper armed with an umbrella. 


Headline: “Prosperity Block to Com- 
munism.” Nice to have for its own 
sake, too. 

eo * * 
Deflation will catch some still looking 


for @ workless week. 
“* © @ 


Russia, with its loud but futile 
charges against the West, pute us more 
and more in mind of the DA. in the 
detective novels—the one who is al- 


5 


ways going to get Perry Mason dis- 
barred. —Winnipeg Tribune. 


POLITICS 


Peter Partout had « curious experi- 
ence last week. He went up to Augusta 
to oppose a sales tax bill, and had quite 
& speech ready. But he got into the 
wrong hearing, and didn’t know it, and 
gave his speech anyway. The commit- 
tee didn’t know'it, elther, and alone 
and single-handed Mr, Partout defeat- 
ed a move to create « bird sanctuary in 
Township P, Range 12—The Lisbon 
(Maine) Enterprise. 
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er can 
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The Packsack 


Of GREGORY CLARK 


STATISTICS. { r over the con- 


tinent Indicate 


most 
dangerr in the 
explana- 
Is fad 
hts are 


tions for this are 


Ing -s 
be fair to inch 


would another 


even more ortant factor: a 
n a bad temy 
ir. The najority ¢ 
a fairl 


work la done 


me around 6 in 
good humor; the day's 


rest and lelsure and good dinner 


awalt We may ired 
happy. 

But there are 
mood. Truck dri 
who have been f 
delays over which th 
Maybe they 
home with 


ua, 


in a different 
delivery men 
uted all Way by 
pad no control 
too, would fke to be going 
the majority of us, to a de- 
cent supper and a night ou Buf here 
they are, fighting massed supper-time 
traffic, with another hour's work 
them before they can even 
think of heading back to the company 
garage 

In the 7 to & p.m, traffic Is another 
group of men—those who have been 
detained at the office or factory. It is 
usually at the end of the day that 
troubles pile up In business. And there 
is always some poor devil, on every 
office or factory staff, who is elected 
to remain behind and clean tp the 
trouble. By the time he locks dp and 
goes out to thie deserted parking lot 
for his car, he ls in no fit condition 
to drive a car. His jaw is set. He 
smoulders. Thoughts of quitting the 
job boil in his mind. As he atarta 
home in the gloaming, he has to meet 
the already mounting and joyous 
traffic of those starting gaily out for 
the evening. It is not cars alone that 
collide between 7 and 8 pm. Wis 
moods. 

If driving a car were a mechanical 
Job, there would be few accidents. But 
temperamént is the incaleulable 
factor. 


others 


let alone go home 


Today’s Answer 


Question on Page 3 


Because of the earth's curvature, 
waves extending horizontally from 
transmitters. go off into space after 
they reach the hofizon, Long radio 
waves are reflected back to earth by 
an upper layer of atmosphere, but the 
short television rays pass through this 
layer and are lost in space. 


. 
ki 
Looking Back 
Through Colonist Files 
YEARS AGO—Asking the City 
2 5 Council to yote an additional 
$14,068 for work on the Rik 
Lake golf links, Alderman Todd as- 
sured the council that the links would 
be a paying proposition. 
YEARS AGO—The organisa- 
50) tion of « barbers’ union is 
under discussion by a number 
of the city’s tonsorial artists... as 8 
means of eontrolling their hours of 
labor. 
YEARS AGO—Our harbor is 
becoming the resort of num- 
bers of Bpring salmon, in ex- 
cellent condition, and consequently in 
great demand, selling in the market 
et one bit & pound. 
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We Offer a Special Price Reduction 
For Your Summer Ice Supply 


MAY—JUNE—JULY—AUG.—SEPT. 


By ordering yo 
| 100 tbs Supply now an 


five months in advance you will 


earn a discount of $1.25 as shown 


e Weekly ice fee y 
snonthe months 
$gne *3"° “40° on the left This means less 
At At bother for you, with only 1 bill 
*4 T *4 8”° 
s $i2 e $1.25 


sen” to pay and A WORTHWHILE 
Lee B1.25 Lesa Less 
OF Eh ie ene pr op omen ae 


SAVING. Phone, mail or bring 
aaa =a owes “ in your order, or pay our driver 
by the month if you s0 desire 
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SOLO OUT TONIGHT 
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ROYAL Yellow MONTE OF THE SAVE HOLLYWOOD ON ITS EAR! 


Rreerrations ne 
THEATRE 


FIRST VICTORIA SHOWING 


os : af HOLLACE SHAW 
is a tense and ¢ ‘ SINGS TONIGHT 


ea sean at [arm as, 
No More Dosing . ua wi, : 


For Constipation 


Famous eareai trees woman from 
harsh laxatives 
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Revlon’s 
Fresh New Re 
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INCORPORATED a&Tt MAY 167 


Bronch Office: Imperial Bank Bldg., Victoria — C. C. ANNETT, Divisional Manager 
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Famous name light-weight knitted cottons that give long, satisfactory wear! Low priced! 
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Unusual Value, Fine Quality, Direct Fron 
England 
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JUST ARRIVED! Shipment of English Summer-Weight 
Cotton Underwear! Wide assortments, low prices! 
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